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The interior of the courthouse has been altered.
story courtroom with a rear gallery, but the space is now divided into two
floors with offices on the first floor and the courtroom on the second.
Little of the original trim survives except for a plain stair in the en-

The Mecklenburg County Courthouse, built 1838-42 by William A. Howard, is
a large, two-story Roman Revival building which stands at the principal in-
The courthouse is built of brick laid in Flemish
bond on the front and three-course American bond with Flemish variant on
The brickwork was painted white in recent years, giving the
building a more monumental aspect than originally intended.
bays wide and five bays decep and is lighted by large six-over-~six sash,
The principal entrance is in the central bay of the gable end, and there
are other doorways in the central bays of the sides.
portico, with plastered-brick piers and wooden capitals having angle
volutes, marks the facade, and its modillion cornice is carried around the

Tt is five

A hexastyle Tonic

It originally had a two~

A two-story Edwerdian cll was added to the rear of the building carly in
In the process, an unusual apse like that on the
carlier Lunenburg Courthouse, by the same builder, was destroyed,

The ceurthouse is gcenically set in a shaded square surrounded by nine-

It is complemented by a small, turn-

of~the-century brick clerk's office, also painted white, and by the custom-
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STATEMENT CF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mecklenburg County Courthouse, set in itg square at the principal
crossroads of Boydton, is one of an important group of architecturally
related early-nineteenth~century county courthouses in Virginia. Like
most of the others, it is set in a small square with a separate clerk's
office and a later Confederate monument, is lecated in a small village
established as a result of the courthouse's existence, and is built im a
Roman Revival style influenced by the architectural works of Thomas
Jefferson,

Mecklenburg County and Charlotce County were sct off {rom Lunenburg County
in 1764. In March, 1765, the first court sessions were held al the house
of Richard Swepson, about one-half mile north of the present Boydton, It
was decided at that time that Swepson should erect a proper courthouse for
the county, and a brick and frame building was put up near the site of the
present clerk's office.

Swepson's grandson, Alexander Royd, Jr., in 1811 donated to the county the
acres of land on which the courthouse and clerk's office stood,

A year later he deeded to a group of trustees IZifty acres for a town,
officially chartered by the Genasral Assembly as Boyd Towm.

By the 1830s, the county had outgrown its court facilities, and VWilliem A,
lioward, the builder of the earlier Lunenburg County Courthouse, began to
erect a rew one for Mecklenburg in 1838 and cornpleted it in 1842. With itd
temple form and red brick with white trim, the courthouse followed the
pattern set by the public buildings designed by Thomas Jefferson, most
notably his courthouses for Buckingham (1823, now destroyed) and Charlotte
(1823) Countiecs, The recent coat of white paint on the building highlight:
its particular resemblance to Jefferson's Virginia State Capitol at Rich-
mond, with which it sharcs a hexastyle Ionic portice, modillion cornice,
five-bay facade and side entrances.
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